Introduction
Meadow foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis L.) is a perennial grass (Fig. 1) that is well suited to early spring grazing in lowlands where soil moisture is high. The name "foxtail," however, conjures up thoughts of either the dreaded foxtail barley (Hordeum jubatum L.), whose long awns (Fig. 2) can injure livestock, or green foxtail (Setaria viridis [L.] Beauv.) (Fig. 2) and yellow foxtail (Setaria glauca [L.] Beauv.) both of which can be serious weeds in annual crops. Although the head shape of these other grasses resemble a fox's brush more than that of meadow foxtail, the name Alopecurus is derived from the Greek, Alopex meaning "fox" and oura meaning "tail." The head of meadow foxtail is so easily confused with timothy (Phleum pratense L.) (Fig. 2 Of all nutrients that are applied to the soil, nitrogen is generally the most needed, is the most concentrated in the crop, and has the greatest effect on crop growth. The general response of grass crops to nitrogen has been well established (Fig. 3) • Seed only in wetter areas.
• Do not seed large areas to this grass because it needs good and careful management.
• Graze early (calcium supplementation may be necessary).
• Cut early for hay or silage compared to most other grasses.
• When hay cannot be cut early, harvest the seed before cutting the forage.
